
WORLD TRADE WEEK AWARD WINNERS

STANLEY T. OLAFSON BRONZE PLAQUE AWARD
Originally presented by the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce in 1933, this award 
is one of the Chamber’s oldest and most prestigious awards. Chosen by the WTW Stanley 
T. Olafson Selection Committee and presented each year to an outstanding member of the 
world trade community in Southern California, the award recognizes those who, throughout 

their lifetime, have contributed above and beyond their job requirements to the development 
and advancement of world trade in the region. 

Jim MacLellan
Jim MacLellan is responsible for trade development programs to 
promote increased trade through the Port of Los Angeles and the 
Southern California Gateway. He is also responsible for outreach to 
trade organizations and related professional associations. He has 
held this position since January 2007, and previously was director of 
marketing, at which time he coordinated activities of the Port’s 10 
international offices and worked with customers and service providers 
to help build the Port’s long-term clientele.

 
MacLellan leads the Port’s trade development promotion and education programs, including 
Trade Connect, which assists local businesses enter global export markets. Other programs 
led by MacLellan include Export University, which offers a video of 32 training components 
each approximately 20 minutes in length, and TradeX which is comprises brief presentations 
of innovative products and services reviewed by a panel of export experts.
 
Prior to joining the Port of Los Angeles in 1992, MacLellan spent more than 20 years 
working internationally in the maritime and intermodal shipping business. From 1970 
to 1975 he worked for Canadian Pacific in the bulk materials sector. Subsequently he 
worked in Europe in both the container and the breakbulk shipping sectors. This latter work 
involved the Baltic Exchange, the London Metals Exchange, as well as logistics planning for 
international engineering projects in the oil exploration and pipeline sectors.
 
As Adjunct Professor, he taught an annual course on international shipping and trade at the 
Monterey Institute Graduate School of Business Studies. He has also taught an intensive 
course on global shipping at the UCLA Anderson School of Business capstone program for 
international MBAs.
 
A member of several local and international organizations, MacLellan currently serves as 
chair of the Pacific Chapter of the United States – Mexico Chamber of Commerce, Board 
Member of the L.A. Regional Export Council (Metropolitan Export Initiative). As a Port 
representative on the Inland SoCal iHub, he is responsible for coordinating meetings of 
the Economic Development agencies of the Counties of Riverside and San Bernardino. 
He is currently a member of the Working Group Secretariat (an initiative of the California 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development), which links seven Chinese 
provinces to the five counties in the Greater Los Angeles region. 


